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hope for in former days, and as it is good enough for me to do at least the greater part of what is incumbent upon me, I certainly have reason to be satisfied with it. As for my situation, it has, in spite of its great burdens, very many desirable features, the best proof of which is that I cannot think of another possible position to which I should like to be transferred at present. To long with hypochondriac uneasiness to get out of one's skin and into another seems to me not very proper. Merck and several others judge my position quite falsely. They see only what I sacrifice and not what I gain; they cannot understand that I am daily growing richer by daily giving so much. You remember the last days that I spent with you before coming here. If I had continued under such conditions, I should surely have come to a bad end. The disproportion of the narrow, inert burgher circle to the breadth and vivacity of my nature would have driven me mad. In spite of my lively imagination and my spiritual intuition of things human, I should have remained for ever unacquainted with the world and in a perpetual childhood, which usually becomes intolerable to itself and others because of its vanity and all related faults. How much more fortunate it was for me to be placed in a position of which I was in no sense master, where through mistakes of ignorance and over-hastiness I had opportunities enough to learn to know myself and others, where, left to myself and my fate, I passed through so many trials, which may not be necessary for many hundreds of men, but which I greatly needed for my development! Even now, how could I with my nature desire a happier condition than one which has infinite possibilities for me? For even if new capabilities should daily develop within me, my conceptions become clearer and clearer, my strength increase, my knowledge broaden, my judgment correct itself, and my pluck grow, still I should daily find occasion to apply all these faculties, both in great things and in small. You see how far I am from the hypochondriac discomfort which makes so many discontented with their lot, and